NOTABLE   NATURE   WRITERS
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his scenes. He did not write solely for
grown-up readers ; two of his books,
" Wood Magic " and " Bevis : the
Story of a Boy/' were written for
children and it might be said that he
wrote as a child.

He is back again in his native Wilt-
shire and in " Wood Magic " the little
boy, Bevis, talks with the birds, the
animals, and even with the wind
blowing around him. A dreamy,
adventurous, impatient little boy is
Bevis as he plays about
the farm just as
Jefferies himself had
done. The birds are
real persons with their
own names: Kapchack,
the magpie; Tchink,
the chaffinch; Choo
Hoo, the wood pigeon,
and they talk to Bevis,
explaining many
strange things to him.
In " Bevis: The Story
of a Boy/' the child of
" Wood Magic" has
grown to be twelve or
fourteen years old and
with his companion,
Mark, they set forth
on strange adventures
in the fields and the
woods and around the
ponds. They "bathed
in air and sunbeam and
gathered years of
health like flowers from
the field."

Life in the Country.

Yet, sadly enough,
for all his joy in the
open air and the health-
giving powers of the
sun and the wind,
Jefferies himself
suffered from ill-health,
and this at times, be-
cause of his inability
to go on with his work,
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Ill-
ness came to him but he was able
even to continue with his work
though under difficulties. In 1887
he wrote a Preface to the work of
another great writer on Natural His-
tory, Gilbert White of Selborne.

Roberts, Sir Charles G. D. [born 1860].

Among the nature writers of to-day
there are few whose animal and bird
stories are better known than those
of this Canadian author and poet. The
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BIG BEAR AND  LITTLE  BEAR
The incident depicted above is taken from.  " Heart of the
Ancient Wood," one of the popular nature books written by
Sir Charles G. D. Roberts.    Sir Charles is best known for his
works on the wild life of Canada.